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SUBJECT: MORPHINE BASE LABS IN NORTHWEST FRONTIER PROVINCES 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 1557 (B) ISLAMABAD 1386 (C) ISLAMABAD 
0027 

1 . SUMMARY. IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN ON FEB- 
RUARY 16, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS EXPRESSED USG'S 
DEEP CONCERN OVER OOP'S FAILURE THUS FAR TO MOVE AGAINST 
MORPHINE BASE CONVERSION LABORATORIES IN NWFP. WITHOUT 
HESITATION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD COMMUNICATE THIS CON- 
CERN AND REQUEST FOR PROMPT ACTION TO ISLAMABAD. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING LUNCHEON AT PAKISTANI RESIDENCE ON FEBRUARY 16, 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS MET PRIVATELY WITH AMBAS- 
SADOR YAQUB-KHAN AND DCM MEHDI TO DISCUSS ABSENCE OF ACTION 
TO ELIMINATE KNOWN MORPHINE BASE CONVERSION LABORATORIES 
IN TRIBAL AREAS OF NWFP. DUBS RECALLED THAT THROUGH JOINT 
COOPERATION THREE OPERATING LABORATORIES HAD BEEN DIS- 
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COVERED IN THE NWFP. WHEN INFORMATION WAS VERIFIED. AMBAS- 
SADOR HUMMEL HAD CALLED PERSONALLY ON GENERAL ZIA ON 
DECEMBER 30 TO URGE GOP TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THESE LABS. 

USG WELCOMED GENERAL ZIA'S EXPRESSED DESIRE TO ACT 
VIGOROUSLY TO CONTROL NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND PRODUCTION 
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AND HIS IMMEDIATE GRANT OF AUTHORIZATION TO THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD TO MOVE AGAINST 
THESE FACILITIES. (AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN NOTED THAT THE 
EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED A COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THIS 
MEETING.) LEARNING THAT NO ACTION HAD BEEN TAKEN, 
AMBASSADOR HUMMEL WROTE TO GENERAL ZIA IN EARLY FEBRUARY 
REMINDING HIM OF THE COMMITMENT MADE DURING THE MEETING 
AT THE END OF DECEMBER. THE RESPONSE RECEIVED BY AMBAS- 
SADOR HUMMEL WAS VERY TROUBLESOME SINCE IT SUGGESTED THAT 
THERE MIGHT BE FURTHER DELAYS IN TAKING ACTION AGAINST 
THE LABORATORIES. IN THE MEANTIME. IT WAS OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT LEAKS OF THE OPERATION MAY HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE LEADING THE OPERATORS TO MOVE THE LABORATORIES TO 
OTHER LOCATIONS. SINCE THIS WAS A PROBLEM OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST AND CONCERN, THE USG WAS DEEPLY TROUBLED AND 
DISTURBED BY THE DELAYS. FEAR WAS EXPRESSED BY DUBS THAT 
THE PRODUCTS OF THESE LABS COULD FIND THEIR WAY TO THE 
U.S. AND THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD INTERJECT A 
COMPLICATING AND SERIOUS ELEMENT INTO OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH NEITHER SIDE WOULD WELCOME. IT WAS 
HOPED, THEREFORE, THAT PROMPT ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST 
THE LABS BY THE GOP. DUBS RECALLED THAT PROMPT ACTION HAD 
BEEN TAKEN AGAINST A SIMILAR LAB IN APRIL 1976 AFTER 
FORMER AMBASSADOR BYROADE HAD APPROACHED FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER BHUTTO ON THIS MATTER. 

3. AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN SAID THAT HE FULLY APPRECIATED 
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THE CONCERN THAT HAD BEEN EXPRESSED AND TOOK IT UPON 
HIMSELF TO CONVEY USG'S CONCERN AND REQUEST FOR 
APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ISLAMABAD PROMPTLY. VANCE 
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SUBJECT: MORPHINE BASE LABS IN NORTHWEST FRONTIER PROVINCES 

REF: (A) ISLAMABAD 1557 (B) ISLAMABAD 1386 (C) ISLAMABAD 
0027 

1 . SUMMARY. IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN ON FEB- 
RUARY 16, DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS EXPRESSED USG'S 
DEEP CONCERN OVER GOP S FAILURE THUS FAR TO MOVE AGAINST 
MORPHINE BASE CONVERSION LABORATORIES IN NWFP. WITHOUT 
HESITATION. AMBASSADOR SAID HE WOULD COMMUNICATE THIS CON- 
CERN AND REQUEST FOR PROMPT ACTION TO ISLAMABAD. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOLLOWING LUNCHEON AT PAKISTANI RESIDENCE ON FEBRUARY 16, 
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DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY DUBS MET PRIVATELY WITH AMBAS- 
SADOR YAQUB-KHAN AND DCM MEHDI TO DISCUSS ABSENCE OF ACTION 
TO ELIMINATE KNOWN MORPHINE BASE CONVERSION LABORATORIES 
IN TRIBAL AREAS OF NWFP. DUBS RECALLED THAT THROUGH JOINT 
COOPERATION THREE OPERATING LABORATORIES HAD BEEN DIS- 
COVERED IN THE NWFP. WHEN INFORMATION WAS VERIFIED, AMBAS- 
SADOR HUMMEL HAD CALLED PERSONALLY ON GENERAL ZIA ON 
DECEMBER 30 TO URGE GOP TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THESE LABS. 

USG WELCOMED GENERAL ZIA'S EXPRESSED DESIRE TO ACT 
VIGOROUSLY TO CONTROL NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING AND PRODUCTION 
AND HIS IMMEDIATE GRANT OF AUTHORIZATION TO THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE PAKISTAN NARCOTICS CONTROL BOARD TO MOVE AGAINST 
THESE FACILITIES. (AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN NOTED THAT THE 
EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED A COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THIS 
MEETING.) LEARNING THAT NO ACTION HAD BEEN TAKEN, 

AMBASSADOR HUMMEL WROTE TO GENERAL ZIA IN EARLY FEBRUARY 
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REMINDING HIM OF THE COMMITMENT MADE DURING THE MEETING 
AT THE END OF DECEMBER. THE RESPONSE RECEIVED BY AMBAS- 
SADOR HUMMEL WAS VERY TROUBLESOME SINCE IT SUGGESTED THAT 
THERE MIGHT BE FURTHER DELAYS IN TAKING ACTION AGAINST 
THE LABORATORIES. IN THE MEANTIME. IT WAS OUR UNDER- 
STANDING THAT LEAKS OF THE OPERATION MAY HAVE TAKEN 
PLACE LEADING THE OPERATORS TO MOVE THE LABORATORIES TO 
OTHER LOCATIONS. SINCE THIS WAS A PROBLEM OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST AND CONCERN, THE USG WAS DEEPLY TROUBLED AND 
DISTURBED BY THE DELAYS. FEAR WAS EXPRESSED BY DUBS THAT 
THE PRODUCTS OF THESE LABS COULD FIND THEIR WAY TO THE 
U.S. AND THAT SUCH A DEVELOPMENT WOULD INTERJECT A 
COMPLICATING AND SERIOUS ELEMENT INTO OUR BILATERAL 
RELATIONSHIP WHICH NEITHER SIDE WOULD WELCOME. IT WAS 
HOPED. THEREFORE, THAT PROMPT ACTION WOULD BE TAKEN AGAINST 
THE LABS BY THE GOP. DUBS RECALLED THAT PROMPT ACTION HAD 
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BEEN TAKEN AGAINST A SIMILAR LAB IN APRIL 1976 AFTER 
FORMER AMBASSADOR BYROADE HAD APPROACHED FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER BHUTTO ON THIS MATTER. 

3. AMBASSADOR YAQUB-KHAN SAID THAT HE FULLY APPRECIATED 

THE CONCERN THAT HAD BEEN EXPRESSED AND TOOK IT UPON 

HIMSELF TO CONVEY USG'S CONCERN AND REQUEST FOR 

APPROPRIATE ACTION TO ISLAMABAD PROMPTLY. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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